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STATEMENT 


This action was commenced by a motion by the 
Hon. David G. Trager for an order pursuant to Rule 17(g) 
of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure holding the 
appellant in contempt of court. 

An indictment was not filed. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OK HEW YORK 

-------------- - _x 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

- against - 

ROBERT SAMPOGNE and 
STEVEN MALTESE, 

Defendants. 

-------------- - -x 

. n»... 

On Tuesday, November 18, 1975, the United 
States of America, by the Honorable David G. Trager, 
moved before this court, for an order pursuant to 
Rule 17(g) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
holding the above-named defendants in contempt of 
court by failing without adequate excuse to obey 
subpoenas served upon them in October 1975, which 
subpoenas were i33ued by this Court in the case of 
Un ited States of America v. Larry Alfano. 75 CR 298 . 

After a full hearing and having heard all 
counsel representing the above-named defendants, the 
Court has made findings of fact and determined that 
the defendants ROBERT SAMPOGNE and STEVEN MALTESE, 
be found in contempt of court in violation of the 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure Rule 17(g). It 
is further 

ORDERED that the defendant STEVEN MALTESE 
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be committed as of this date to the custody of the 
Attorney General or his authorized representative for 
a period of ninety days and be fine^l,000 dollars. 
And, it is also 
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ORDERED that the defendant ROBERT SAMPOGNE 
be committed as of this date to the custody of the 
Attorney General or his authorized representative 
for a period of forty days and be fined $750 dollars. 
And it is further 

ORDERED that both defendants ROBERT SAMPOGNE 

and STEVEN MALTESE be given not more than six months to 

pay in full the above-mentioned fines. 

Brooklyn, New York 
November 18, 1975 
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j UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
I! EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
- against - 


LAURENCE ALFANO.. 


Defendant. 


75-CR-298 


In the Matter of Proceedings 
for Contempt of Court 

i . . 

- against - 

|! STEVEN MALTESE and ROBERT SAMPOGNE. 


November 19, 1975 


Appearances: 

HON. DAVID G. TRAGER 

United States Attorney 

Attorney for United States of America 

By: MYLES C. CUNNINGHAM, ESQ. 

JOHN L. CADEN, ESQ. 

Assistant United States Attorneys 
of Counsel 

IRA COOPER, ESQ. 

Attorney for Steven Maltese 

HERBERT KAPLAIN, ESQ. 

Attorney for Robert Sampogne 


JUDD, 


MEMORANDUM 


This memorandum is intended to amplify the court's 
reasons for the sentences imposed on the witnesses after they 
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were found guilty of contempt for wilful failure to obey 



subpoenas. 

The witnesses were not casual witnesses subpoenaed 
without knowledge of why their testimony was desired by the 
government. As the court knew from the trial of the indict¬ 
ment against Lawrence Alfano for knowing possession of stolen 
airline tickets, and as both witnesses undoubtedly knew as 
well, Mr. Sampogne was an owner of the Cross Roads Bar, of 
I which Mr. Alfano was the manager and, according to Mr. Alfano'? 
j grand jury testimony, Mr. Sampogne leased the Cadillac which 
Mr. Alfano drove. Mr. Maltese was a close friend of 
I Mr. Alfano and, according to Mr. Alfano's grapd jury testi- 

I! - 

j mony, he had obtained airline tickets for Mr. Maltese through 
his ''source.” 

The testimony of both witnesses might have corrobo- 
j rated the accomplice testimony at the Alfano trial. The 
absence of the witnesses jeopardized the government's case in 
the prosecution of the Alfano indictment. The fact that 
! Mr. Alfano was convicted does not lessen the seriousness of 
the contempt, which should be judged as of the time it was 
committed. 

! 

I 

Mr. Maltese was more culpable than Mr. Sampogne, j 

j 

because he did not appear in court at all and because he 
resorted to more elaborate subterfuges to avoid being found 
by the United States Marshals until after the Alfano trial J 
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